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Among the primary objectives of the current U S 

^^°f? MiTO , aeal S s i the ® SB «• (1) ti widen the 
s*iM between the people, of the BSSK end their gowernment 
ana (2) to convince the peoples of Russia that if war is 
y e npon us we will fight against their government a«d 
not against the peoples of the USSR. 


Should general war break out and a strategic air 
°f^ 9n £ V ! be J 1 ®^f hed against the USSR, the United States 

tTlt S the problem of adapting its psychological 
program to the exigencies of the military situation, particu- 
larly as affected by the use of the atom bomb. 

/ ' 


rrf* ne ® d for advance planning and in view 

of the interdepartmental interests that are involved, a 
National Intelligence Estimate seems indicated in order to 
appraise the psychological impact within the USSR of a 

J 3 *, 0f f e c S iy\ (including the use of the atom bomb) 
against principal Soviet industrial and population centers. 


.. . F °f t , he purposes of this estimate it can be assumed 

thrLS^+ C ^ ma ? ^ directed against major population centers 
throughout the Soviet Union which combine in differing pro- 
portions military and industrial targets xdtli ci vilian 

SI <S f p ^ tJ 3 r coneerned with the operation of such 
targets. Attacks nay also be directed against military installa- 
tions, communications facilities, power plants, dams!?tc lot 
located in major population centers. » etc., not 
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In general, the folio; ring Information is desired* _ 

1. Uhat reactions may be expected from the Soviet 
propaganda machine? 

2. Uhat reactions may be expected from important 
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the event 
that warning is given before attacks? 

3. ’bat reactions may be expected from important _ 
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the 

event that targets are attacked without prior warning? 

4. Uhat are the principal characteristics of the 
targets which may affect the reactions referred to above 
(i.e. the historical significance of a city, its geo- 
graphic location, etc.) and in what way may these character- 
istics be expected to affect the reactions? 

5. Uhat are the principal attendant circumstances 
which may affect the reactions referred to above (i.e. 
which side makes the first overt military move, which side 
launches the first strategic air attack, which side first 
uses the a-bomb, etc.) and in uhat way may these attendant 
circumstances be expected to affect the reactions? 

It is the feeling of the Psychological Operations 
Coordinating Board that an estimate of this nature is 
basic to national psychological warfare planning. I 
hope, therefore, that it will be treated as a matter of 
the highest importance and that the resources of all 
intelligence agencies of this Government, as well as 
the coordinating and evaluating facilities of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, can be used in producing it. 
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In general, the following Information Is desired: 

1. What reactions may be expected from the Soviet 
pro par and a machine? 

2 . What reactions may be expected from important 
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the 
event that warning is given before attacks? 

3« What reactions may be expected from important 
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the 
event that targets are attacked without prior warning? 

4 , V/hafc are the principal characteristics of the 
targets which may affect the reactions referred to above 
(i.e. the historical significance of © city, its geo- 
graphic loca- ion, etc.) and in what way may these character- 
istics be expected to affect the reactions? 

• 

5. What are the principal attendant circumstances 
which may af:'ect the reactions referred to above (i.e. 
which side makes the first overt military move, which 
side launches the first strategic air attack, which aide 
first uses the a-bomb, etc.) and in what way may these 
attendant circumstances be expected to affect the reactions? 

It is the feeling of the Psychological Operations 
Coordinating Board that an estimate of this nature is 
basic to national psychological warfare planning. I 
hope, therefore, that it will be treated as a matter of 
the highest importance and that the resources of all 
intelligence agencies of this Government, as well as 
the coordinating and evaluating facilities of the f 
Central Intelligence Agency, can be used in producing it. 
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